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WELCOME BACK
Monday, 01 November 2021
Eighty-six Sundays ago, we were in a different world. Over five million people worldwide and
735,000 (in the United States alone) were still with us. One virus would tragically snatch their
lives and would abruptly cause drastic changes in the normal course of life, including the
indefinite shutting down of houses of worship.
For twenty months, the faithful people of Charles Street, like worshipers of thousands of
other churches, met The LORD each Sunday through the virtual prisms of Facebook Live,
Zoom and conference calls. How immeasurably blessed and grateful we were that, through
these technological means, God showed up each Sunday and welcomed us into His
presence.
We are more blessed and more thankful that God has now made the way for us, as a church
family, to return to His house to worship Him in-person, beginning Sunday November 7th. It
will be an unspeakable joy, once more, to collectively see His glory and see each other’s
face.
On behalf of the Charles Street congregation, I thank the Reopening Implementation Team,
along with church officers, for their hard work in getting the church ready to safely
accommodate in-person worship. And in the name of the loving and safe arms of Jesus, I
simply say, “welcome back!”
I’ll see you Sunday!
Grace and peace,
Reverend Dr. Gregory G. Groover, Sr., Pastor

"I rejoiced with those who said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the Lord."
~ Psalm 122:1

A MESSAGE FROM THE REIMPLEMENTATION TEAM
We are so excited to officially reopen
our church and welcome you back to
our beloved sanctuary. The health and
wellbeing of our members, guests and
staff are our primary concerns. The
Re-opening Implementation Team
was charged with crafting guidelines
to ensure a safe and an efficient
experience in our sanctuary. Our
reopening plan was developed
considering CDC, State and City
mandates and protocols put forth by
the First Episcopal District. We
consulted and visited other
congregations to determine best
practices and most importantly, we
prayed for wisdom and guidance that
only God can give.

We all have a role to play in
keeping each other safe. The
guidelines will explain both yours
and the church’s accountability to
each other. There will be many
changes to how we “go-tochurch” and the new guidelines
will take some getting use to. We
ask for your cooperation and
patience as we work to make our
return to in-person worship a
smooth process for everyone.

The ability to continue in-person
worship and keep each other safe
depends on all of us doing our part
to be responsible members of the
Charles Street AME Church Family.
We must do as Jesus instructed,
“Love your neighbor as yourself”.
Let us extend grace, a kind word
and smile (with your eyes) to each
other and we will get through this
transition together, one Sunday at
time with our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ at our side.

SANCTUARY SAFETY
What has been done to minimize your risk of exposure?
Church edifice has been decluttered and deep cleaned
Regularly scheduled cleaning and sanitizing of the entire church
Sanctuary will be sanitized between worship services
Continual cleaning of high-touch areas such as doorknobs and handle rails
Hand sanitizing stations are located throughout the church
Capacity limits in the sanctuary are reduced during worship services
Physical distancing will be imposed in pews and narthex
During worship services windows will be open and the ceiling fans will circulate air
Bibles and hymnals have been removed from the pews to minimize shared surfaces
Restrooms will be limited to two persons at a time
Assembly in the chapel, narthex, lady's parlor and lower auditorium is limited
There will be no coffee hour or indoor gathering between services

DO YOUR PART
Here's what you need to do

Agree to comply with the new safety protocols
*You must pre-register each week for either 8:30 or 11:30 worship service
If you or anyone in your family is ill or has been exposed to Covid-19, please stay home and join service online
If you have underlying health conditions or are immunocompromised, please stay home and join service online
Facemasks must always be worn while on church premises
Check-in time for each service is: 8:00 for 8:30 service and 11:00 for 11:30 service
Please arrive on-time but not early to be checked-in
Check-in procedures will include temperature checks; if your temperature is 99.5°+ you’ll be asked to return home
We will encourage “no contact” greetings; feel free to wave, give air high-fives and smile (with your eyes)
Have tithes/offerings ready to place in the baskets before you enter the sanctuary
There is no assigned seating; follow the directions of the ushers who will lead you to an available seat
Exiting the sanctuary will be staggered as to minimize bottlenecks at the doors
After the Benediction the ushers and/or officers will lead you to the closest exit
Feel free to socialize outside, away from the church doors
Please take your worship bulletin/program with you when you leave the sanctuary

Registration For Attend In-Person Worship
IS AS EASY AS 1. 2. 3!
1. Visit the church's website: www.csamechurch.org/register.
a. If you don't have access to a computer, call the church office for
assistance completing the form.
2. Fill out the registration form.
a. You will need your name, email address, and phone number.
b. You can register more than one person at a time.
c. The form includes standard screening questions to assess health risks
for all attendees.
3. Look for an email confirmation that your reservation has been received.

WHEN YOU ARRIVE
You will be greeted by an church officer or greeter who will confirm your registration.
Your temperature will be taken. If your temperature is over 99.5°, you will be asked to return home
and contact your doctor.
Once you complete the temperature screening, an usher will escort you into the sanctuary to the
next available seat.
Following service, you will be escorted out of the sanctuary and church building.
Your willingness to follow these protocols is essential to protecting your health and safety and that
of our church family.
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Have you tested positive for COVID-19
in the last 14 days?
Are you or anyone in your household
experiencing any of these symptoms?
Have you had close contact (within 6 feet for
a total of 15 minutes within a 24-hour period)
with anyone who tested positive for COVID-19
or who has any of these symptoms?
STAY HOME AND CONTACT YOUR DOCTOR IF YOU OR ANYONE
IN YOUR HOUSEHOLD answers yes to these questions

TAKE CARE OF YOURSELF
STAY HEALTHY

MASK UP

If you have flu-like symptoms, stay
home. If your temperature is over
100 degrees will you will be asked
to return home and take care of
yourself.

Wear a well-fitted mask covering
your nose and mouth. Masks
must be worn at all times on
church premises.

CLEAN YOUR HANDS

DISTANCE YOURSELF

Wash and clean your hands
regularly. Use hand sanitizer when
soap and water are unavailable.
Hand sanitizer dispensers are
located throughout the church.

Keep your distance from those who are
not in your "bubble". To minimize
movement in the sanctuary, follow the
direction of the ushers and pay
attention to the signs on the pews.

'"Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have
received from God? You are not your own;" ~ 1 Corinthians 6:19

THANK YOU!
Reopening Implementation Team
Rev. Khaden Nurse, Sr., Co-Chair
Rolanda Dudley-Cowans, Co-Chair
Renee Reid Goldsmith
Lynette Holmes
Rev. Andrew Kimble
Sharon Manning
Josue Marius
Veronica Williams
IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS EMAIL US AT
CSAMEMEDIA@GMAIL.COM OR CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE

